Rasmussen syndrome of chronic focal encephalitis.
Rasmussen syndrome of chronic focal encephalitis is a relatively rare disease, which presents with epilepsia partialis continua and hemiparesis in childhood. Though first described in the 1950s it still remains somewhat of an enigma. The immunological process involved in its pathogenesis is better understood now but the exact relationship to viral infections is still unclear. Medical treatment remains disappointing while results of surgical treatment are mixed. There are emerging insights into the disease, which are reviewed and a case study of a patient with Rasmussen syndrome is presented.